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sheries and Wildlite (MDFW) is responding 0 your letter regarding
coyoies on behalf of the Governor’s office. The MDI'W is charged with the statutory responsibility to
psmccz raston and mar mue the flora and fauna of Massachuseus. | woulid iike to take this epportunity 1o

up in your letter.

W is aware of the research conducted by Jonathon Wav, as we issue permifs for his rescareh and
receive reports outlining his research findings. The MDFW bases management decisions for ol wildlile on
>(‘;~nd. Suumﬂ». pear reviewed rescarch. The MDEW fully understands covote ecology. and uses hunting

' ¢ as u valuable management (ool which also promotes the sustinable use of covores as a
Lresource.

DroWay "s vesearch. it is unnccessary 1o protect the collared animals in Dr. ‘y\’a'}"q study for a

: cusons, Firsto iUis just as important 1o understand how hunting pressure and mon
covete ceology and population dynamics. as it is (o understand the cffects of vehicle or disease induced
mariadity. 1t swould alse be difficult t protect a few collared individuals in an arca thar can be used by g
muititude of un-vailared covotes. Covotes occupy home ranges that can range from less than & mi* to
farger than 20mi” and can travel very large distances in a short period of time, thus the range of | collared
animal could span multipie wwny, Distinguishing collared covotes from ur- collm‘ec covotes wouid alse be
very difficult as the coil often be conspicuous and covered by fur. especially duringe the winter
monins when covotes haz'c 2 Kowinwer ceat.

affect

: ¢ study capiive covoles at his home was de ‘wi fur aariety of reasons.
The MDEW mor!md Dr. Way that his permit would be recnmidf'rcd ég to be studied w
permanentiv housad n i i }

residence.

propriate zoolegical or researcly
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cour letter You Inciiced an excerpt from D Way's swebsite, Please read the followid

rds 1o this excerpt:

Coyotes are a valuabie turbearer resource and as such, coyole hunting and trapping is strictly
regulated. Massachusetts bas one o the shortest coyote hunting and mrapping seasons in the
United States. The Massachuseits hunting and trapping scason occurs swhen covole nelts are

wed animal is not wasted. In many states, cos ot hunting is onen vear-

prime, and thus the harves
rond.

2. Bahing is a common ‘mm*no practice in many areas and aids in the hunting and trapping of
clusive predator such as the covote.
3ag HIMits, season bn; and »2a50n tming are wols to conirol the num ’wm

Covotes occur at igh densities and have a very high reproductive capac
1ot pecessary to conwol the number of covoics harvested

antmals harvested.
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opporTunity 1o harvest a covote in the fee tor obtaining a hunting andror tapping license. This foe

- wildlife conservation and management

Qoneratos

4. Theusco as with baiting, is a common hunting praciice in many argas that aids in the

ive predator such as the coyote.
S0 fhe use o Bouschold rat'mouse poisons is regulated in VLG
poisons is also regulated by i

Lo

and use of household ravmou
Lo Under MUGTL Ch 121§ 370 2 property ewner s alfows

mzge to thorr property. The property owner may not kil the wninwd for merely buing

<

Causing

ssent o the property.

T Fhe Bivision of Fisheries and Wildiite uses sound scientitic, peer resiewed research ws a busts or
ducaie the public about covotes
bhiv preseitanon { 5
c
el andt trapping allows fooy

rapping

Fishores and Wikdhic i vou hove a

d more fnformation
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